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dcavoured to state the sober conclusions of the best workers and thinkers as to the nature and origin of the world in which we live, and of the universe which on all sides surrounds us. I leave it to my readers to decide which is the most trustworthy the earth has actually develc»ped.     Kven  if  the conditions  had  heeti  more  favourable than they an- seen to he on other planets, Mercury, Venus, and Mars could not possibly have preserved equability of conditions long enough for life development, since for unknown ages they must have been passing .slowly towards their present wholly unsuitable conditions; while Jupiter and the planets beyond him, whose epoch of life development is supposed to be in the remote future when they shall have slowly eoolrd down to hahitability, will then be still more faintly illuminated and scantily warmed by a rapidly cooling sun, and may thus become, nt the best, globes of solid ice.    This is the teaching of science    of the best .science of the twentieth century.    Vet we (md even astronomers who, more than any other exponents of science, should give heed to the teachings of the sister sciences to which they owe so much, indulging in such rhapsodies as the following:   ** In our solar system, thin little earth tins not obtained any special privileges from Nature, and it I'M strange to wish to confine life within tin* circle of terrestrial chemistry."    And again:   u Infinity encompasses UH on all Hides, lift* asserts itself, universal ami eternal, our existence IH but a fleeting moment, the vibration ttf an atom in a ray of the mm, and our planet in but nn island floating m the celestial Archipelago, to winch no, thought will ever plan* any bounds.'*l In  pkce of such  " wild  and  whirling  words/'   I  have en-*M, Cnmillr KUmmarlon, in Jv*mrf«x/</fS .1utir,y one-ninth that of the earth, may probably allow it t.o possess a very rare atmosphere of oxygen and nitrogen, if those gases exist there, and this lack of density would render it unable to retain during the night the very moderate amount of heat it might, absorb during; the day. Tins conclusion is sup-                             •
